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2. | HAVE JUST READ NAIROBI"S 001073 AND NOTE 
THAT HE CONTINUED IN THIS VEIN IN KENYA ALSO. 


3. | THOUGHT YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF SIR ALEC'S 
AGGRESSIVE SUPPORT OF USG INITIATIVES DURING RIS VISIT 
IN EAST AFRICA SINCE YOU WILL BE MEETING WITH HIM. 
SHORTLY IN WASHINGTON. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington, D.C. 20520 


CONFIDENTIAL April 8, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Assassination of Zanzibar Leader 
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I am attaching, for your information a 
memorandum which was prepared within the 
Department on the assassination of Sheikh 
Abeid Karume, First Vice President of Tanzania 
and Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of 


Zanzibar. 
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
Attachment: 
As stated. 
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Zanzibar Leader Assassinated 


Sheikh Abeid Karume, First Vice President of 
Tanzania and Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of 
Zanzibar, was assassinated and Thabit Kombo, the 
Secretary-General of Zanzibar's' ruling Afro-Shirazi 
Party, was seriously wounded in an attack at party head- 
quarters on Zanzibar on April 7. Although a curfew re- 
mains in effect on Zanzibar and armed guards’ are station- 
ed in tront of public puiidaings, the, isiand 1s quiet and 
calm. The Second Vice President and Prime Minister of 
Tanzania, Rashidi Kawawa, has already flown to the island 
and reported back to President Julius Nyerere in the 
Tanzanian capital, Dar es Salaam. The Government of 
Tanzania has expressed deep regret over the assassination 
and vowed to find and punish the assassins. 


At this point, the disturbance on Zanzibar does not 
appear to have wider implications for East Africa except 
possibly the relationship between the island and the. 
mainland. All Americans are safe and no American interests 

_@n the island are threatened. We have a consulate there 
staffed by two officers. 


The major significance of the incident concerns the 
effect it will have on the Union between the mainland 
and the island. At first glance, it looks as though the 
mainland Government has an opportunity to establish 
closer control over the island. On the other hand, 
should the mainland not be able to cash in on this 
opportunity, Zanzibar could withdraw from the Union 
and reestablish the autonomous status that it held 
for several months in 1963-64. 7 


Department of State. 
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Zanzibar became independent in December 1963. 
The following month a revolution on the island re- 
sulted in the installation of Sheikh Abeid Karume 
as President. In April 1964 Zanzibar joined the 
mainland Tanganyika at which time the name was changed 
to Tanzania. Karume has been First Vice President of 
the country since the Union. In fact, however, the 
Union has been one more of name than substance. Both 
units, for example, have retained separate foreign 
exchange accounts. President Nyerere has frequently 
considered Karume and his poiicies tu be au euvartavo- 
ment to the country. The mainland government will 
view the assassination with mixed feelings. 
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